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Greetings from the Santa Teresa Band Room! 
Dear Band Parents and Students, 
 
This is an exciting year to be a part of the Santa Teresa Band Family. This summer we broke 
ground on the full renovation of our performing arts facility. While we will be living in the 
800 building while the 600 building is under construction we plan on having another 
outstanding year of musical excellence through performance here at Santa Teresa.  
 
During the course of the school year, the bands will present concerts, participate in festivals, 
and go on performance trips and other band related activities. Of course, the primary activity 
in each class is continuing to play a band instrument and learning how to work together to 
perform a piece of music. Our curriculum focuses on developing the whole musician 
through a study of music theory, improvisation, composition, and performance skills. I am 
happy to have every one of you as members of the Santa Teresa Band Program and look 
forward to a great musical year! 
 
The band program at Santa Teresa is healthy, active and has enjoyed its fair share of success. 
This is a result of hardworking students striving for excellence. This also comes from great 
support, communication, and cooperation from parents, community, and the Santa Teresa 
staff. It is my hope that this handbook will help all of us in our continued efforts to provide 
a quality and meaningful music experience for all the band students at Santa Teresa High 
School.  
 
The following is our band handbook that contains the program information for this school 
year. This handbook includes program specifics and general student expectations.  A detailed 
calendar is printed in this handbook and will continue to be updated throughout the year.  
Please take the time to read through this handbook soon so that the program expectations 
are clear and when you get your calendar please pay close attention so that conflicts can be 
avoided at an early time.  
 
Finally, you will also receive a variety of forms to complete for the program. Please return 
the forms at the start of marching band camp (if in marching band), during the first week of 
school, or directly to the STMAA post office box.  The return of your forms is the first 
graded assignment of the school year! I am looking forward to continuing to raise the 
standard of our program and helping all students become the best musicians they can be. If, 
at any time, you have any questions or if any concerns arise please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Julie Bounds 
Band Director 
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General Program Information 

 
As a member of the Santa Teresa High School Band Program, you will be a member 

of one of the most exciting and fastest growing band programs in the Silicon Valley.  You 
must have the motivation, desire, and willingness to put in the time and energy to continue 
this success. Band is a group in which strong friendships and lasting relationships develop.  
 All that will be asked of you is that you follow instructions, understand the policies 
and obey them, and above all always work to the best of your ability while HAVING FUN!!! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Santa Teresa High School 

6150 Snell Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95123 

Julie Bounds, Band Director 
Santa Teresa Main Office: 408-347-8200 

Band Office: 408-347-6324 
Email: stmusicteacher@yahoo.com 

Performing Arts Department Website: http://www.600building.com 
 

Santa Teresa Music & Arts Association, “STMAA” 
PO Box 2375 

San Jose, CA 95153 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
The Santa Teresa Band Program is open to all students currently enrolled at Santa Teresa 
High School who have been enrolled in a band program prior to attending Santa 
Teresa and/or students with instructor consent to enroll. We do not offer a beginning 
band program at the high school level.  Competency on a band instrument must be 
demonstrated to participate.  The three bands that we offer are Concert Band, Symphonic 
Band and Wind Ensemble.  In addition to these ensembles, we also offer three Jazz Bands. 
Membership in the Jazz Bands is by audition only and all of these students must also be 
enrolled in Concert Band, Symphonic Band, or Wind Ensemble (bass, piano, and guitar 
players are exempt from this requirement). 
 
Marching Band is a part of the Santa Teresa Band curriculum that occurs during the first 
10 weeks of school. Participation in marching band is not required. Attendance at the 
marching band camp is required for all members in the marching band. If you do not 
attend marching band camp (August 11-22) you are NOT guaranteed a spot in the field 
show. All marching band students must be enrolled in Concert Band, Symphonic Band, or 
Wind Ensemble as per director (Color Guard members are excluded from this requirement). 
There is a fee associated with participation (details regarding fees will be distributed by our 
booster association, Santa Teresa Music and Arts Association or STMAA). The Marching Band 
performs at select football games and events during the season. Our Marching Band 
competes as a member of the Western Band Association Marching Band Circuit. 
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Auditions for the Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, and Jazz Band I are held in the 
spring. Membership in these ensembles is exclusively for students selected from grades 10-
12. Auditions for Jazz Band II/III will be held during the fall once school has started. 
Students selected for this ensemble will register for Jazz Band II/III as an eighth period and 
will receive performing arts credit for the class second semester. This ensemble begins 
rehearsing occasionally after school during marching band and rehearses regularly after 
school once marching band is over. The rehearsal schedule is based on student and director 
availability. The Jazz Bands and Wind Ensemble have several performances outside of 
school throughout the year, including festivals and additional trips. Additional fundraising is 
required for ALL ENSEMBLES in order for these ensembles to participate in festivals and 
have the necessary resources for great music to be made.   
 
9th Graders (both winds and percussion) are automatically placed in Concert Band. If spots 
are available in Symphonic Band after the spring auditions are held for students in grades 10-
12, 9th graders will be given the opportunity to audition for placement in Symphonic Band in 
the fall.  
 
Brass & Woodwind Workshops are ensembles that meet outside the school day. These 
ensembles are offered free to students currently enrolled in the Santa Teresa Band Program, 
future students (incoming 9th graders), and alumni. The focus of these two ensembles is the 
development of technique and musicality specific to the brass and woodwind families as well 
as learning music specific to these two unique instrumentations. These ensembles start in the 
winter (following the conclusion of marching band) and also meet throughout the summer.  
 
Color Guard (The Sport of the Arts) is a performance-oriented competitive activity that 
incorporates dance and theatrics as well as traditional equipment (flag, rifle, and sabre) in 
order to create an environment for hands on learning. Both traditional and non-traditional 
dance forms are utilized in order to support performance of a specific character as well as 
creating optimal technique training on equipment. Discipline, teamwork, and respect come 
from thorough and rigorous training from a highly-experienced and well trained staff.  
 
 
Musical Theater Pit Orchestra is a group of students selected by Ms. Bounds to 
accompany the musical theater productions. Instrumentation is based upon the needs of the 
individual production.  
 
 

FORMS 
 
Each band member must turn in the Membership Agreement, Member Contact Form, & a District 
Field Trip Form. No student will be allowed to travel with any ensemble until these 
forms are completed in full.   Parents and students please take the time to fill out all the 
forms needed to participate in the band program this year. ALL BAND STUDENTS ARE 
EXPECTED TO TURN IN ALL THEIR FORMS FOR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE PROGRAM.  
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ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is an important part of both school day and after school rehearsals. Attendance 
will be taken promptly at the beginning of each rehearsal. Students who are not in their seat 
or in the designated place for the beginning of rehearsal with their instrument assembled and 
ready to play, at the scheduled starting time, will be considered tardy. Students will receive a 
grade based on meeting established standards and participation in class. Since it is impossible 
to participate if one is absent or tardy, every day attendance in class is very important, 
regardless if the student is excused for their absence.  Everyone is important to the progress 
of the band, and like any team, if you do not show up you are letting your section, as well as 
the whole band down. Students may not have more than 3 unexcused absences in any 
ensemble during the school year. If a student exceeds this amount, they may forfeit 
their position in extra ensembles (ensembles outside of the school day, such as Jazz 
Band II), or be suspended from performing with the ensembles. Absences will only be 
considered excused if the student clears them through the attendance office OR 
communication between the student’s parent and Ms. Bounds has occurred. Students may 
not excuse their own absences. 
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CODE OF CONDUCT 

The Santa Teresa Music Program has several goals and objectives throughout the year. Our 
priority is to provide our students with quality educational experiences. As we strive 
competitively to be the best, our focus must be on setting new standards through 
performance. With our hard work and dedication, we will continue to achieve success. 
 
In order to achieve our goals, there are rules and guidelines which each member must adhere 
to. Many of our groups enter competitions and festivals in which we all are dependent on 
each other to perform at the high level expected of all Santa Teresa music ensembles. For all 
members to achieve at the same level, we must all adhere to the same uniform policies.  
 
The Santa Teresa Music Program follows the school rules of Santa Teresa High School and 
the East Side Union High School District at all times, as outlined in the Santa Teresa Student 
Handbook. All rules apply when on trips as well, and all transportation to and from events 
will be in accordance with Santa Teresa and ESUHSD policies. When traveling with music 
groups, students will stay with the group for the duration of the activity. Failure to comply 
with these rules will result in disciplinary actions. 
 
In all of our performing and competitive activities, we are judged by our every word or 
action. The language we all use can sometimes be offensive. Please be aware of how you act 
and speak when you are at a Santa Teresa music rehearsal, function, or when in performance 
attire.  
 
The Santa Teresa Music Program has a number of parents, staff, and volunteers. These 
people put their time and effort into the program for no other reason except that they care 
about supporting the program. Without them, our program would not be where it is today 
and will not continue to go in the direction we see it going. Students are expected to treat all 
volunteers with the same amount of respect and courtesy that they would staff members. 
Please take time to thank all the people who make things possible.  
 
The Santa Teresa High School Music Program is a family, and you will make friendships in 
these years that will continue long into the future. Do not overreact to things that you do 
not have any control over. Only be concerned with your own efforts. Enjoy the good times 
and learn from the hard work you put forth. You will enjoy the memories of your musical 
experience for a lifetime.  



 8 

 
MUSIC 

 
Music 
The Ensemble Librarian or Ms. Bounds will check out music to each student for each 
ensemble. Care of the music is the students’ responsibility; all music is expected to be 
returned at the designated time in good condition. If, for any reason, you are missing music, 
fill out a music request form and give it to your Ensemble Librarian. Please have all music at 
each rehearsal (even if it is memorized). If you lose your music or books that are assigned to 
you, you will be charged at the end of the school year the cost of the lost materials so they 
can be replaced.  
 
Marching band music will be made available online and from Ms. Bounds. Go to 
www.600building.com or email Ms. Bounds at stmusicteacher@yahoo.com for more 
information. 
 
Preparation of Music 
Auditions for parts will be done for each ensemble at the beginning of the school year, and 
throughout the year as necessary. You may be asked to play a few scales, and a chromatic 
scale for the range of your instrument. You may also be asked to play a section of the music 
issued or sight-read. This process is not a competition, but a way for Ms. Bounds to evaluate 
where best to place you so that you may become the best musician possible.  
 
For all ensembles, students will be notified about what music needs to be prepared and 
when. Playing tests over this music will occur in these ensembles as necessary and will be 
factored into your grade for that class.  All students are expected to prepare their music 
outside of rehearsal time, in order to make band rehearsals as efficient and as productive as 
possible. Our goal is to make the best music together possible. Practice outside of class is a 
crucial part of the Santa Teresa program and an expectation of all students.  

 
 

 
Practice is when you learn your own part 

 Rehearsal is when you learn everyone else’s part. 
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Uniforms 

Marching Band 
Being a member of the Santa Teresa Marching Band means that you are a part of a band 
program that is quickly becoming one of Silicon Valley’s finest. In order to set the new 
standard of excellence in performance and appearance, the following guidelines are to be 
followed in wearing and caring for your uniform. 
 
You will be issued a uniform during marching band camp. Simply put, if anyone abuses any 
part of their uniform, they will be asked to replace the part that is damaged. Students are 
responsible for returning the same uniform at the end of the season that they have checked 
out, in the same condition they received it in. Do not trade uniforms with anyone, for any 
reason, without the permission of the uniform manager. If there is a problem with your 
uniform at any time please let the uniform manager or Ms. Bounds know immediately.  
 
Rehearsal Attire 
 For marching band and color guard, each student will need to have a good quality pair of 

marching practice shoes. These shoes should be made a good quality, flexible, cross-
trainer style. Students will not be allowed to practice in bare feet, sandals, dress shoes, or 
any open toed style. A tennis type or athletic cross training shoe would be perfect.  

 Students should wear clothing during rehearsal that would be appropriate for an athletic 
activity. This clothing should not only meet Santa Teresa Dress Code but should also 
allow students to move and perform to the best of their ability. BLUE JEANS ARE 
NOT ACCEPTABLE REHEARSAL ATTIRE FOR MARCHING BAND .  

 
Performance Uniform-It ems provided by s tudent 
 Black Drill Masters-Purchased by the student through the band program. 
 Color Guard shoes and uniforms-(amount and items to be determined) 
 Black socks 
 Gloves-$2 per pair, must be purchased through STMAA. 
 
Performance Uniform-It ems in c luded in  your membership fe e .  
 1 pair-Black marching band gloves-additional pairs are available for purchase 

through the band.  
 Membership tee-shirt-provided for students as part of membership fee. 
 Marching band uniform jacket 
 Black marching slacks 
 1 plume 
 uniform bag and hangers 
 1 shako 
 1 shako box 
 
Before each performance, there will be a uniform check by the uniform manager, drum 
majors, section leaders, and/or director. If you do not have a part of your uniform, including 
the correct color of shoes and socks, you will not march. You are expected to always wear 
your membership shirt under your marching band uniform jacket. Additional membership 
shirts may be purchased at marching band registration. All hair must be secured under your 
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shako. You are responsible for the uniform while it is checked out to you. If your uniform 
becomes excessively dirty or your uniform becomes damaged, you are responsible for 
cleaning or replacing it.  
 
Remember that when you have your uniform on, you are a representative of the entire Santa 
Teresa Student Body. Please exercise common sense and good judgement in your choice of 
language and behavior.  
 
These guidelines are few and simple. They are designed to ensure for you the competitive 
advantage and the professional appearance that is yours as a member of the Santa Teresa 
Band Program.  
 
Concert Dress 
At Santa Teresa High School, we take the performance aspect of our program very seriously. 
A uniformity of dress truly enhances the whole event and creates fewer distractions for the 
audience, while giving the students a sense of ownership and professionalism. Attire for 
concerts will be in a concert dress format. 
 
Concert Band 
The dress for Concert Band consists of the following: 
-White dress shirt, tie optional 
-Black dress shoes, (NOT black tennis shoes or flip flops), black socks or black hosery, black 
slacks or skirts (skirts should be below the knee or ankle length, no short skirts).  Modest 
jewelry is allowed and black ties are optional (please, no colored ties). The idea is for the 
ensemble to look uniformed, not for an individual to stand out amongst the group. It is 
important that students achieve a professional sense of concert dress.  
 
Symphonic Band 
The dress for Symphonic Band consists of the following:  
-All black. Black dress shoes (NOT black tennis shoes or flip flops), black socks or black 
hosiery, black slacks or skirts (skirts should be below the knee or ankle length, no short 
skirts), black dress shirt (no tank tops or tee-shirts). Modest jewelry is allowed and black ties 
are optional (please, no colored ties). The idea is for the ensemble to look uniformed, not for 
an individual to stand out amongst the group. It is important that students achieve a 
professional sense of concert dress.  
 
Wind Ensemble 
The dress for the Wind Ensemble is as follows: 
-Men: black dress suit, black dress shoes, black socks, white dress shirt, French-blue tie and 
french blue kerchief. You may provide your own suit or buy one at a discounted price through Men’s 
Warehouse. Information about the Men’s Warehouse option will be available upon acceptance in the 
ensemble. The tie and kerchief must be purchased through STMAA in order to keep the uniformed look.  
 
-Women-We wear a uniformed dress and necklace (same as 07-08). This dress may be 
purchased from a graduating senior or through Ms. Bounds at the beginning of the school 
year.  
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Jazz Band I 
Men: Men wear a black suit (as worn by the Wind Ensemble) and a French-blue shirt and 
black tie. The French-blue shirt and black tie may be purchased through STMAA at the 
beginning of the school year. 
Women: Determined by the women of Jazz Band I.  
 
Jazz Band II/III 
To be determined by the ensemble. 
 
 

INSTRUMENTS 
We have a very limited supply of school owned instruments. If you are in need of a school 
owned instrument, you may check one out from Ms. Bounds ON A FIRST COME FIRST 
SERVE BASIS. We are currently not in a position to provide ALL students with 
instruments due to a limited instrument inventory, increased enrollment, and a lack 
of funds. Those of you playing school owned instruments, please take every precaution to 
protect them from accidents and the weather. Just remember that the band owns these 
instruments. Any replacement or repair costs are for the most part, paid out of the same 
fund that pays for our trip and purchases music.  They are, in effect, YOUR instruments. 
Students whose instruments require repair beyond the normal wear and tear may be asked to 
help pay the repair costs. If you have a school owned instrument and it needs repair, see Ms. 
Bounds before taking it in to the shop. 
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FEES, FUNDRAISING, & ACCOUNTS 

 
Santa Teresa High School and East Side Union High School District provide basic support 
to our band program. No band program in the nation can afford to fund a comprehensive 
band program without significant fundraising efforts. Since the financial investment to 
maintain the level of excellence in our band program is great, the Santa Teresa Music and 
Arts Association or STMAA (our music boosters) must supplement the support of our band 
program. Fundraising events are scheduled and organized throughout the year by the Santa 
Teresa Music and Arts Association to help our band program maintain the high level of 
success that we are beginning to enjoy and to help offset the costs of our band activities, 
both on an individual and group basis.  
 
To assist the students, STMAA maintains Individual Student Accounts (ISA) where students 
can earn a portion or all of the profits from a particular fundraiser for his or her ISA. Funds 
in the ISA may be used to help defray any costs related to participation in the band program. 
These expenses may include Ensemble Fees, band trips, band shoes, musical equipment, and 
any other costs related to band. Through out the year students will be given the opportunity 
to take part in organized fundraising activities to help defray the costs of music activities and 
student participation fees. Some fundraisers will benefit the General Band Fund and some 
will be designated for Individual Student Accounts.  Students are strongly encouraged to 
become involved in fund raising activities. All fundraising will take place according to STHS 
and ESUHSD fundraising guidelines.  
 
Students and their parents will be responsible for returning all products or money according 
to each fundraising activity’s schedule. Some fundraisers directly benefit the STMAA 
General Band Fund while other fundraisers provide funding that goes directly into each 
participating students individual student account. The money in the ISA (individual student 
account) may be used at the discretion of the student and parents to pay their ensemble fees 
and other designated items.  
 
All remaining money in the student’s account at the end of the school year automatically 
rolls over to the next year. If a graduating senior has a positive balance in his account at 
graduation, he may elect to “pass down” his balance to a sibling in the band or if no sibling 
is involved in the band program, the funds roll over to the general band fund.  
 
If a band family experiences financial difficulty, the family should notify either the band 
director or an STMAA board member immediately. Fundraisers and payment plans are 
available to ensure that all students who wish to participate in the Santa Teresa Band 
program will be given the opportunity to do so. Please note that if this case arises, the 
director or an STMAA board member should be notified. Such cases will be treated with 
strict confidence. Regardless of financial hardship, it is everyone’s responsibility as members 
of this Band Program to assist in contributing to the financial success of this organization. If 
we do not meet our financial obligations the program will be forced to have a reduction of 
services which will greatly impact the music education the students are receiving. Every little 
bit that we do helps! 
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BAND PARENT OBLIGATION 
The band director works to create a budget each year that is an estimation of the necessary 
operating budget for the following school year. The director, along with the STMAA Board, 
works to outline and estimate the profits from scheduled fundraisers throughout the year 
and the financial contributions of each member. In our current financial situation, a shortfall 
always exists between these two figures. It is the responsibility of all participating band 
members and parents to contribute to the alleviation of this budget deficit. This shortfall is 
met through successful completion of fundraisers and fee payment. This is everyone’s fair 
monetary share contribution to the success of our program. This music program would 
not be able to function at the level it currently does without a wide volunteer base. We ask 
that every family contribute to the organization through some form of volunteering. 
Information regarding volunteering is available through STMAA. Also if you have a skill or 
resource that you would like to contribute to our organization, please suggest it to us!  

 
ENSEMBLE FEES 

In order for the Santa Teresa Band Program to exist in the capacity that it currently does, 
each member will be charged an Ensemble Lab Fee by the Santa Teresa Music & Arts 
Association. This fee is determined by the board and is based on the per student cost of 
being a member of each ensemble. Students are not charged the ACTUAL cost. Students 
and families may fundraise their fees, pay them in full, or a combination of both. Payment 
plans are available. The STMAA board will work with any family in any situation to assist 
with coming up with each members’ fair share (which is really what an ensemble fee is). 
These ensemble fees assist with the purchase of music, school instrument repair, classroom 
supplies, clinicians, festival entry fees, and festival travel. Detailed fee and fundraising 
information is available through STMAA and a detailed budget is always available upon 
request at: stmaa@hotmail.com 
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Course Descriptions 

 
Concert Band 
Concert Band is designated for incoming freshmen and other students who have had at least 
one year of instrumental music experience at Santa Teresa HS. Instruction for this ensemble 
focuses on the preparation of music in a variety of styles for performance and on the 
development of band techniques. Students are required to participate in all appearances by 
the band. This is a great opportunity to fine tune your basic fundamentals before moving on 
to Symphonic Band or Wind Ensemble. This is a year long course. Students are encouraged 
to participate in Marching Band in the fall.  
Pre-requisite: Participation in a junior high band program.  
 
Symphonic Band 
Symphonic Band is a first rate-performing group at Santa Teresa High School that is 
designated for band students with at least one year of band experience. Instruction for this 
ensemble focuses on the preparation of music in a variety of types and styles for public 
concerts and other events, and on the development of band techniques (tone, rhythmic 
accuracy, technical facility, articulation, intonation, blend, balance, and musical expression). 
Students are required to participate in all appearances by the band. This is a great 
opportunity to fine-tune your playing and listening skills. Private lessons are encouraged. 
This is a yearlong course. Students are encouraged to participate in marching band in the fall.  
Pre-requisite: Concert Band & Spring Placement Audition  
 
Wind Ensemble 
The Santa Teresa Wind Ensemble is the advanced performing group for students who are 
serious about study of their instruments. Instruction in this ensemble focuses on the 
preparation of music in a variety of types and styles for public concerts, adjudicated festivals, 
and other events along with a focus on high school level band technique (tone, rhythmic 
accuracy, technical facility, articulation, intonation, blend, balance, and musical expression). 
Students are required to participate in all performances by the group. Participation also 
includes a bi-weekly sectional rehearsal and private lessons are strongly encouraged. The 
Santa Teresa Wind Ensemble requires an increased level of commitment by the students 
who have demonstrated to Ms. Bounds superior levels of knowledge, enthusiasm, self-
direction, and skill. This is the opportunity for advanced musicians to showcase their talent. 
This is a year long course and is by audition only. Additional fundraising may be necessary 
for this ensemble. This ensemble has an increased performance schedule and a required 
concert uniform.  
Pre-requisite: Audition only. (Auditions occur in mid-Spring) Auditions for the 2006-07 
school year have already been held. Additional auditions may be held throughout the year as 
necessary.  
 
Jazz Band I & II & III 
The jazz bands(s) at Santa Teresa are performing groups consisting of 5-6 saxophones, 4-5 
trombones, 4-6 trumpets, and a rhythm section (piano, bass, drums, vibes, and guitar). 
Participation in this ensemble is by audition only. Auditions will be held during the first week 
of school. It is our goal to find a jazz ensemble for all students interested to participate in. 
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We currently have three jazz bands. Jazz Band I is auditioned in the Spring for the following 
school year. This ensemble rehearses during the school day and is our top Jazz Band. Jazz 
Band II/III are also audition only ensembles with auditions in mid-September. These 
ensembles are made up of students in grades 9-12 who looking to build their jazz skills. Jazz 
Band II/III do receive performing arts credit and they rehearse as an eighth period class 
after school. Instruction in both ensembles focuses on music literacy, performance, and 
listening skills in the jazz styles.  These groups study and perform jazz blues, ballads, swing 
tunes, shuffle tunes, and Latin- style pieces. Students also learn the techniques of jazz 
improvisation. The students will be exposed to the music of some of jazz music’s greatest 
artists. These ensembles perform at all band concerts throughout the year, jazz festivals 
throughout the Silicon Valley, and a variety of performances throughout the community. All 
the Jazz Bands require serious dedication and a high level of commitment by the student. 
Private lessons are strongly encouraged. In addition, all members are required to participate 
in the Concert Band, Symphonic Band, or Wind Ensemble. Students are encouraged to 
participate in Marching Band. This ensemble has additional fees and fundraising 
opportunities during the course of the year. 
Pre-requisites: Concert Band, Symphonic Band, or Wind Ensemble AND Instructor 
Consent (audition) 
 
Marching Band 
This ensemble is perhaps the most visual performing group at Santa Teresa High School. 
Marching Band explores high quality musical literature with the addition of motion and 
visual impact. The band will perform at select home football games, various marching 
competitions, public performances, and some parades. The Marching Band is composed of 
students from the band classes that meet during the school day as separate classes and the 
color guard, who do not need to be enrolled in a music class during the school day.  All 
wind and percussion members are expected to be concurrently enrolled in one of the 
band classes during the school day.  If this presents a scheduling problem, please contact 
Ms. Bounds on an individual basis. All Marching Band members are required to be enrolled 
in the Marching Band class. This ensemble strives to entertain and excite the audience with 
emotion and high energy show design. This course is only offered during the first weeks of 
school. NO ONE IS REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MARCHING 
BAND PROGRAM AT SANTA TERESA HIGH SCHOOL.  
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Grading Policies 
I expec t  band s tudents  to  work to improve  at  each rehearsal ,  prac t i c e  dai ly  at  home, 

and ask for he lp when they  need it  in  an e f fort  to become the bes t  musi cian they  can be .   
 

Band Grades are made up of three parts, based on a point system.  
 

50% Daily Participation Grade: 
This includes the following: 

 Prepared with class materials (instrument, music, materials, pencil) 
 Attendance & Tardiness 
 Attitude/Contribution/Rehearsal Etiquette 
 Sectionals 

 
30% Competencies: 
This includes the following 

 Knowledge of music 
 Performance Tests 
 Competencies (as specified per term by director) 
 Written Tests/Portfolio Assignments 

 
20% Performances 

 Attendance at all concerts, festivals, and other performances. 
 
An “A” Grade depends on passing competencies, quizzes, and tests, participating in 
rehearsals and concerts, as well as completing one of the following tasks: 

 Private Lessons/Community Music Classes  
 Musical groups outside of school (woodwind quintet, Youth Symphony, Honor 

Band, church ensemble, Drum Corps) 
 Turning in a practice record regularly signed by parents with an average of 120 

minutes per week. This may include personal evaluations of your individual 
practicing. 

 Solo/Ensemble Contest  
 Band Leadership (includes drum major, section leader, band administrative assistant) 
 Band Volunteer Project (cleaning, organization, set-up/tear-down, music filing, etc) 
 Extra after school music sectionals (as approved by director) 

 
 

Earning an “A” Grade depends on passing competencies, having music prepared, 
actively participating in rehearsal, quizzes and tests, and attendance at sectionals, 

rehearsals, and all performances.  
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MARCHING BAND REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 
 
Attendance 
In order to maintain the high level of performance we hope to achieve, we must have full 
attendance at all Santa Teresa Marching Band Rehearsals. A rehearsal schedule is provided 
for you in this handbook and will be updated throughout the season. Please clear your 
personal schedule so you can attend all rehearsals and performances, as these are 
requirements for the class you are receiving credit for: MARCHING BAND.  School 
functions are not considered unexcused absences but the director must be notified of the conflict 
prior to the absence.  
 
Avoid missing rehearsals. Unexcused absences are unacceptable. Your Marching Band grade 
is based on a few assignments and participation. You can not participate if you are not “in 
class”/ at rehearsal. Your grade will be significantly affected.  
 

CONTACT MS. BOUNDS IN ADVANCE IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND A 
SCHEDULED REHEARSAL.  

 
Marching Band Camp:  
Leadership Training Day: Saturday, August 9th, 10:00am-4:00pm 
Freshman, Color Guard & Percussion (Pit & Battery)-August 11h, 9:00am-5:30pm 
All band members: Tuesday-Friday, August 12-15, 9:00am-5:30pm 
All Band Members: Monday-Friday, August 18-22, 9:00am-8:30pm 
Saturday, August 23rd-Rehearsal, Performance & BBQ (Schedule TBA) 
 
Weekly Schedule: 
Mondays: 3:30pm-6:30pm 
Tuesdays: 6:00-8:00pm (we do not rehearse every Tuesday, please check the detailed 
schedule to come) 
Wednesday 3:00-5:00pm-COLOR GUARD ONLY 
Thursdays 3:30pm-6:30pm  
 
Saturday Rehearsal Schedule: 
9/13, 9/27 
 
Football Game Schedule: 
10/4 (Homecoming) ,  10/25 
 
Competition/Performance Schedule: 
10/18, 11/1, 11/8, 11/15, 11/22 
 
The purpose of band camp is to teach the music and marching fundamentals and the 
music and drill for the marching band show. If you do not attend band camp, you are not 
guaranteed a spot in the fall show. Band camp is held at Santa Teresa.  
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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 

 
CLASS MATERIALS 
All students are expected to have the following items every day in class. Missing any of the 
following items will result in a lower daily participation grade.  
 

 Instrument: Complete with all needed materials (reeds, neck strap, mouthpiece, mutes, 
sticks/mallets, percussion equipment, berps, etc) and in working condition. 

 Cleaning Kit for your instrument. (see music dealer) 
 Folder of assigned music, lesson materials, and assigned books (some are provided) 
 Sharpened Pencil (PEN IS NOT ACCEPTABLE, not even the erasable kind) 

 
Show up every day on time, in tune, and with a good sound! 

 
BAND ROOM EXPECTATIONS 
The band room is a classroom, designed for learning, work, and most importantly, making 
music. It is full of delicate and expensive equipment owned both by the school and the 
students. People and equipment must be safe and respected at all times. Our time and energy 
can not be wasted. These rules state the logical expectations of student behavior in the band 
room: 
 

1. Be in your seat, music out, and instrument assembled by the designated time. 
2. Warm up on the assigned passages and usual band warm-ups. Be ready for the 

downbeat of rehearsal. 
3. After the downbeat, start and stop with the director. Always use proper rehearsal 

etiquette. When the director is talking be still, quiet, and listen. No talking directly 
after cut-offs or ends of pieces.  

4. Instruments, folders, and music are to be stored in the appropriate storage areas in 
the room.  

5. If your instrument is in the shop for repairs, bring the repair tag with you so you 
don’t lose credit.  

6. If you forget your instrument at home you will receive a “0” credit for the day. You 
may do a make-up assignment. If you do forget your instrument at home and you 
watch/take notes and listen, you could receive credit that day.  

7. No food, drinks, or gum in the band room!!! 
8. Play your own instrument. 
9. Have fun, while learning about and making great music!!!!! 
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ATTITUDE 
The attitude of a band student should be one that expresses satisfaction of accomplishment, 
willingness to participate in a group concept, support for others, and a desire to do 
everything correctly. These attitudes are exhibited by the following rehearsal etiquette and 
member responsibilities: 
 
Rehearsal Etiquette Skills 

1. Be in your assigned seat, with instrument, class materials, and pencil before class 
begins. 

2. Always have correct posture/instrument fundamentals. 
3. Be the first one to stop and the first one ready to play. 
4. When the director stops the group or is working with another section, it is a no-

talking situation. 
5. Attention to the front of the room. 

 
Member Responsibilities 

1. Come to class prepared (PRACTICE YOUR MUSIC AT HOME!) 
2. Play in tune/in time. 
3. Learn your part. 
4. Follow rehearsal etiquette. 
5. Listen-don’t talk. 
6. Lead by example. 
7. Always strive for the next level of success. 

 
My job as the director is to help you become independent musicians! 

 
 

MISSED CONCERT POLICY 
A concert is a very special interaction between performers and listeners that cannot be 
duplicated or recreated in any other setting. Concerts are an essential part of the life of a 
musician. Student progress is clearly evident to the audience from one concert to the next. 
Sometimes in life, things happen that make it impossible for a student to attend a concert. 
Missed concerts affect a student’s grade, but certain absences can be made up. The criteria 
for these include: 
 
PARENTS, NOT STUDENTS, CONTACT DIRECTOR ABOUT THE ABSENCE 

IN ADVANCE  
AND  

THE ABSENCE WAS FOR THE STUDENT’S OWN ILLNESS OR A 
DEATH/SERIOUS ILLNESS IN THE FAMILY. 

 
Note: Concerts are comparable to and equal to final exams. Absences for any other reason 
or if there was no communication between parents and the director are not eligible for 
make-up. 
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Concert Make-up 
 Perform a solo for the class 
 Perform all 12 major scales and three songs in three different keys for the class. 
 Attend another school’s band concert and write a report on what you saw and heard. 

Turn it in with a program from the concert. Prepare a one page, typed summary of 
the concert, and give a five minute prepared report to the class on your concert 
experience, based on your summary. 

 Devote three afternoons to helping out in the band room with cleaning and 
organization. 

 You may propose your own make-up project to Ms. Bounds 
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Santa Teresa 
Band Schedule 2008-2009 
(All dates/times are subject to change) 

Ensemble Codes: 
MB=Marching Band, CB=Concert Band, SB=Symphonic Band, WE=Wind Ensemble,  
PE=Percussion Ensemble, MTP-Musical Theater Pit Orchestra, JB1=Jazz Band I,  
JB2=Jazz Band II, JB3=Jazz Band III 
 
August 
9 Sat.  10:00am-4:00pm  MB Leadership Training 
11 Mon.   9:00am-5:30pm  Frosh/Percussion/Guard Marching Band Camp 
12-15 Tues.-Fri.  9:00am-5:30pm  Full Marching Band Camp 
18-22 Mon.-Fri.  9:00am-8:30pm  Full Marching Band Camp 
23 Sat.   10:00am-12:00pm  Full MB Rehearal 
23 Sat.  12:00pm   Marching Band BBQ/Parent Meeting 
25 Mon.  3:30pm-6:30pm  Marching Band Rehearsal 
28 Thurs.  3:30pm-6:30pm  Marching Band Rehearsal 
 

September 
2 Tues.  6:00pm-8:30pm  Marching Band Music/Choreography Rehearsal 
4 Thurs.   3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
5 Fri.  6:30pm-9:30pm  Full Program Pep Band @ Football Game (OGHS) 
8 Mon.   3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
11 Thurs.   3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
12 Fri.   5:30-9:30pm  Full Program Pep Band @ Football Game (OGHS) 
13 Sat.  9:00am-5: 30pm  MB Rehearsal   
15 Mon.  3:30-6:30pm  MB-Rehearsal 
16 Tues.  6:00pm-8:30pm  Marching Band Music/Choreography Rehearsal 
18 Thurs.  3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
22 Mon.  3:30-6:30pm  MB-Rehearsal 
25 Thurs.  3:30pm-6:30pm  Marching Band Rehearsal 
27 Sat.  9:00am-5: 30pm  MB Rehearsal     
29 Mon.   3:30-6:30pm  MB-Rehearsal 
30 Tues.   5:00-7:00pm  MB Homecoming Parade Rehearsal 

 
October 
2 Tues.  3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
4 Sat.   ALL DAY  Homecoming Parade & Football Game 
6 Mon.  3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal  
9 Thurs.   3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
13 Mon.  3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal  
14 Tues.  6:00pm-8:30pm  Marching Band Music Rehearsal 
16 Thurs.   3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
18 Sat.  ALL DAY  MB Competition, Gilroy High School  
20 Mon.  3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal  
23 Thurs.   3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
25 Sat.  ALL DAY  MB Football Game  
29 Mon.  3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal  
30 Thurs.   3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
 
 

November 
1 Sat.  ALL DAY  MB Competition, Independence High School 
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3 Mon.  3:30pm-6: 30pm  MB Rehearsal 
6 Thurs.   3:30pm-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
7 Fri.   ALL DAY  West Valley Jazz Festival, Jazz I 
8 Sat.   ALL DAY  MB Competition, Diablo Valley College 
13 Thurs.   3:30-6:30pm  MB Rehearsal 
15  Sat.   ALL DAY  MB Competition, Logan High School 
22 Sat.  ALL DAY  WBA Championships, (potential 2 day trip) 
 

December 
 Thurs.-Sat. 7:00pm   Musical Theater Performances (MTP) 
 Thurs.-Sat. 7:00pm   Musical Theater Performances (MTP) 
 Tues.  7:00pm   Music Dept. Winter Concert-CB/SB/WE/JB1 

 
January 
9 Fri.  7:00pm   MB End of the Season Banquet-Location TBD 
24 Sat.   ALL DAY  Folsom Jazz Festival, Jazz 1/2  
 

February 
6-7 Fri./Sat. TBA   JB1 /JB2-CMEA Jazz Festival, West Valley 
14 Sat.  TBA   JB1/JB2/JB3-Campana Jazz Festival 
27 Fri.   ALL DAY  WE-Chabot Wind Ensemble Festival 
 
March 
7 Sat.  ALL DAY  JB1/JB2/JB3 Chabot College Jazz Festival 
 Tues.  TBA   CB/SB/WE- ESUHSD Band Festival 
26 Thurs.   ALL DAY  JB1/JB2/JB3-SJSU Jazz Festival 

 
April 
3-4 Fri./Sat. TBD   CB/SB/WE-CMEA Band Festival, EVHS  
    
24-26 Fri.-Sun. ALL DAY  JB1 & JB2-Reno Jazz Festival 
   

May 
 Thurs.-Sat. 7:00pm   Musical Theater Performances 
 Thurs.-Sat. 7:00pm   Musical Theater Performances 
26 Tues.  7:00pm   08-09 Mandatory Participation Meeting 
   7:00pm   CB/SB/WE-Spring Concert  
   

June 
   7:00pm   JB2/JB3-Spring Concert 
   7:00pm   JB1-Spring Concert 
 Thurs.  7:00pm   Performing Arts Awards Night 
 Thurs.   6:00pm   Graduation 
 
 

 
 

  
 


